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The Marquis de Souday was the sole representative and last descendant of an old and illustrious Breton
family; for the lake of Grandâ€“Lieu, the forest of Machecoul, the town of Bourgneuf, situated in that part of
France now called the department of the Loireâ€“InfÃ©rieure, was then part of the province of Brittany,
before the division of France into departments.
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The peasantry at last gave Bertha and Mary a nickname; and this nickname, starting from the lower classes,
was adopted by acclamation among the upper, as a just characterization of the lawless habits and appetites
attributed to the young girls.
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He reached the river-bank before a single soldier thought of preventing him; there he stopped at a point
overlooking a black pool of water, the stillness of which proclaimed its depth. Clasping the body of the cripple
still tighter to his breast, and gathering up his last remaining strength, he sprang forward into its depths
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without uttering a word.
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